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wne and protected Moonstone
Beach or East Matunuck State
Beach, with swimnming and pic-
i ares,

In Narrugansett, tuloe o de
teur on Ocean Drive, past beuu-
tiful mansions, down o the his
wric 1816 Point Judith Light-
house, where you'll have
sweepiayr Atlantic Ocean views,
Work yuur way back to Rowte 1,
heading south to Charlestown,
with a string of heaches incud
ing wondsy Burlingame State
Park and Campground, with 1
freshwater pond and canoe
rentals, the Charlestown
Breachwary, Tncated oo Bk Is-
land Sound, and Kast Beach,
with limited parking hut answee,
quict spet for a heach walk.

Reconnect with Route 1A
and take 2 shoct jag to Weeka-
paug, where you'll have views
of saltmarshes leading to open
cepan. Consider stopping atthe
Weekapang Inn, where you ean
enjuy i heverage patdoors on
the exparsive Lown averlonking
the water {www.weekapaug-
mn.anm).

Cantinue on Route 1A inta
the small town of Wateh HiL,
named when soldlers perched
here ta wateh for British miders
during the Revalutian. The
summer resart town s filled
with solld ald Victarian hames
and stately manslans (Taylor
Swift has a summer home
Dere); its swall downtown has &
cluster of shaps and restaun-
vants, and the Flving Horse Car-
omsel, the oldest contmnonsly
opersting merty-go-round car-
onsel in the counuy, with and-
carved, hand-painted borses,

We'd recammend a final stop at
the sprawling (xccan House re-
sart, where yom ean take a DIY
art taur; the hotel displays
more than 230 original warks,
Oy simply grab drinks on the
porels overlooking the oossn
(wwweaocanhnuserl.oom).
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This 12-mile jaunt from
Tiverton 1o Sskoneel Point
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packs in a Iot of pretty: river
views, rolling farmlands hor-
dered by stone walls, histarie
villages, vineyards, and apen
ocean views, Follow Route 77
south, hugging the Sakonnet
River a3 it Lows Lo the Arlantic
Ocean, passing Nannaquaket
Pand and several farms and
roadside stands, Consider a
stop At the Emilie Ruecker
Wildlife Refuge (wwiw agrl, ong’
bike/wildliferefuges emilie-
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At Sukonnet Point (above),
you'll have a view of the

SENIeATIL Com )

Consinoe nwo Litte Comp-
Loy, & peaceful e own with a
handful of shaps, a historic gen-
eral stare, and a small heaeh,
Stop by Carolyn's Saxennet
Vineyards {www. sakon-
Letwine comm), with 150 acves of
land, & tastiog roow, aund cut-
door seating, before making
your way to Sakannct Paint,
with apen oocan views and the
pictureaque Sakonnes Light, &
sparkplug lightlsouss built in
1654,

A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT
Vit LoMPNAORRLOTRE LT

The Blackstons River Valley
ie porthern Rbode Island,
dubbed the Birthplace of the
American Industrial Revole-
tiun, wis noce clogmed with tex-
Lile mills, powered Ly Uwe Black-
stone River. Today, vou'll God
histucic sites, small twwns, and
river views on this shert, 12-
mile ar s cuentry drive.

Begin in Narth Smithfield,
home ta the Slatersville Histar-
ic District, 1 Blackstone River
Valley Nutivnal Historie Park
site {www.nps.jovblrv/plany-

picturesque Sak Light,
a sparkplug lighthouse huilt
in 1884, At the Buck Hill
Management Arca in
Burrillville, BRI, several
trails lead through woods to
a pristine pond.

mecker-wildife-refage. html ),
with 50 acres of preserved
wneds and saltmarshes and 1.6
miks af truils, meluding Jack's
tsland ‘Ivail that leads to a pen-
Insula yatting out intn the river.

Your next stop 18 Tiverton
Four Cormners, 8 historie 18th-
eentury village filled with one
nf-a-kind shops and galleries.
G:irah snacks and plenic mak-
Ings at Pravender Fine Faods
(www.pravenderfine-
foods,com) or taxeout aL Eve-
Iyn's Drive-in, a longstanding
and popular waterside clam
shack (www.evelyns-
drivein,oom ), A stop at Grav's is
al50 A0 option, for & seoop or
two of thelr faous bomemade
ice cream (www. gray-

nurvisit/sl 1l self guided

tanrhtm). This pretty little riv.
erside neighborhood was the
first planned mill village m the
vountry. Download a selfguid-

complex Hning the Branch Riv-
er, dams, & reservoit, and two
walerfals,

From hese, fallow Route 102
thromgh Burvillvtile, where vou
¢an stretch your legs at the
Buck Hill Management Area
(www.tourblackstone. com’
buck-lill-mansgemen-ares-
Lraily; there are several trails
leading thromgh the woads and
toa pristine povd. Continne an
to historic Chepacher Village, 8
Uy riverside own witl & few
shops, and Browno & Hupkies,
the oldest continuousiy-opecat-
«d vountry store in America
(www brownandhopiins com),

You ¢ continue south on
Route 102, past wouds, Gelds,
ponds, farms, homes, small
towns, and ot much else, be-
fore reaching .45, Or, bead to-
warid Pravidence, with a detour
Lo Linooliy, where you can drive
down the Grest Road, the
state’s uldest highway dating
back to 1683, The Lincoln
Woaoods State Purk (www.ri-
peurtes.oomn/ Losations, Location
LinconWonds htm!) has o sce-
nic 2.5-mile loup bike, and 4
small beach vn Oloey Pand, and
the Blackstune River Stte Park,
also in Lincaln, is st along the
Blackstnne River, with walking
and hiking paths (www.ri-
parks.com; Locations! Location-
BlackstoneBikeVisit html).

il map from the park wehs

which will direct yne toa num.
ber of historie buildings and
sites, including a massive mll
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